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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56 and 1.97, the Applicants take 
this opportunity to call to the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office documents that may be material to the 
prosecution of this application. The cited documents are 
listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 and enclosed with this 
paper . 

This paper is being submitted prior to the issuance of a 
first substantive Office Action for this application. It is 
submitted the above is a good reason why the cited documents 
should now be considered without payment of any supplemental 
fees . 

At this time the Applicants call to the attention of the 
Patent and Trademark Office the documents incorporated by 
reference into the present application. 

At this time, Applicants also call to the attention of 
the Patent and Trademark Office the additional document cited 
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by the European Patent Office in its review of the 
corresponding Patent Cooperation Treaty application. The 
International Search Report for the corresponding PCT 
application mailed October 7, 2003, is also enclosed. 

Further commentary regarding the cited documents is not 
believed necessary at this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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